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Inaugural Address -

Martin Treptow Remembered

Martin A. Treptow

During his Inaugural Address, President
Ronald Reagan, recalling the sacrifices
made by American military personnel,
pointed across the Potomac River to the
sloping hills of Arlington National
Cemetery with its row upon row of simple
white markers.

‘Each of those markers is a monument
to the kind of hero I spoke of earlier. Their
lives ended in places called Belleau Wood,
the Argonne, Omaha Beach, Salerno and
halfway round the world on Guadalcanal,
Tarawa, Pork Chop Hill, the Chosin
Reservoir, and in a hundred rice paddies
and jungles in a place called Vietnam,

“Under such a marker lies a young man
— Martin Treptow — who left his job in a
small town barber shop in 1917 to go to
France with the famed Rainbow Division.

“There, on the Western Front, he was
killed trying to carry a message between
battalions under heavy artillery fire. We

are told that on his body was found a diary.
On the flyleaf under the heading ‘My
Pledge,’ he had written these words:

““‘America must win this war. Therefore
I will work, I will save, I will sacrifice, I
will endure, I will fight cheerfully and do

‘my utmost, as if the issue of the whole

struggle depended on me alone.’”’

Immediately following the Address,
Secretary Peg Keating began receiving
phone calls from reporters of the New
York Times, the Associated Press and
United Press, asking for more information
concerning Martin Treptow. Of course,
having died in World War I, he had never
been a member of the Division
Association.

Gradually the facts came out and were
played up in newspapers across the nation.

The Superintendent of Arlington
National Cemetery told reporters that
Treptow was not buried there, and
referred them to officials in Bloomer,
Wisconsin. There reporters found that
Private Martin A. Treptow, 24, was killed
in Chateau Thierry in France on July 29,
1918, and buried in Bloomer, where an
American Legion Post bears his name.

According to state records and an
obituary in the September 26, 1918,
Bloomer Advance, Treptow was born
January 19, 1894, in Eagle Point, grew up
in Bloomer and was working in Cherokee,
Iowa, when he enlisted in 1917. He was a
messenger for Company M, 168th Infantry,
42nd “‘Rainbow’’ Division.

Almost overnight in 1918, the words from
this soldier’s battlefront journal became
known throughout the country. The
government used the pledge in Liberty
Bond drives, and it was entered into the
Congressional Record.

His niece, Doris Robert, 59, of Freeport,
IL, said, ““That pledge has been a part of
my life since I was a child. I know it word
for word. I think I may even have the
original diary.”

For further developments on this story,
please turn to page 4.

President’s Message

President John George, Jr.

The Rainbow year 1980 - 81 is fast
coming to a close and I hope the Mid-Year
Meeting in Clearwater, Florida, will be
well attended and that problems con-
cerning membership, dues, reunion dates,
Veterans Day Programs, local chapter
concerns and others can be looked into and
discussions prepared for consideration of
the Membership in Reading next July.

Membership is our main concern and
anything that can increase it. As of
January we are behind last year by about
30 members. I am hoping that all of us
pulling together and making those con-
tacts will gather in those delinquent
members. I know that all of you chapter
secretaries are doing everything you can
to round up members. Keep up the good
work.

We have lost more great Rainbowers —
Dick Richards, Iowa; P.N.P. Charlton
Ragsdale, Alabama; and Everett Parr,
Kansas. Our sympathy goes out to each
family.

I am planning to meet with our Rainbow
friends in Los Angeles, Phoenix and
Kansas City in March and look for a good
group at each meeting.

I hope all of you had a Happy Holiday
Season and that this New Year will be one
of your greatest.

DUES ARE DUE!

No Dues - No REVEILLE
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P.N.P.
Charlton Ragsdale

Col. Charlton L. Ragsdale, PNP (1959 -
1960), died on January 2, 1981 in Bir-

mingham, Alabama. Burial was in
Elmwood Cemetery on January 6, 1981.

A long-time worker for our Association,
‘‘Rags,” as he was known to his old
comrades, served with Headquarters,
167th Infantry Regiment (Alabama’s
Own) in France. He answered his coun-
try’s call once again during World War II.
He held just about every office there is in
the state and national association, and was
usually right in the middle of where
“things were being done.”” Inrecent years,
he held the post of Secretary in the Bir-
mingham Chapter.

Survivors include his wife Bernice,
herself an Auxiliary PNP, and a sister,
Mrs. John Tepfer of Florida.

The photograph above shows Col.
Ragsdale as we all remember him during
reunion time. It was made on July 14, 1967
at the Huntsville, Alabama, Reunion.

(EDITOR. - Our thanks to Rex Luna for
the photograph and item.)

South Carolina

We met jointly with the Auxiliary for our
Annual Affair at the Ramada Inn, West
Columbia, SC, at noon on November 9th,
1980. We had a social hour, a short business
meeting, lunch and adjourned a little
before 3:00 p.m.

We reelected our officers: Cornelius A,
Dufford, Sr., President; Willis S. Gardner,
Vice-President; and W. W. Muckenfuss,
Jr., Secretary-Treasurer. We raised our
dues to $8.00 per year, starting July 15,
1980.

We decided to hold our Annual Meetings
on the second Sunday of November, and to
come back to the Ramada Inn next year.

-W. W. Muckenfuss, Sec-Treas.

Prayer

God our Father, we are coming to the
end of another winter with its darkness
and cold, and approaching another
springtime of light and warmth. We know,
of course, that even though we walk in the
valley of darkness, we should fear no evil
because we follow in faith the Shepherd
whom You have sent for our hope and
strength, our peace and joy. Attune our
minds to the sound of His voice. Lead our
steps in the path He has shown that we
may know the strength of His outstretched
arm and enjoy the light of Your presence.
May the flowers budding forth, the green
fields, the birds singing, the warming
sunlight — all the beauties of spring —
remind us of Your call to a new
awakening. May the joy of the earth in its
new life be mirrored in our own joy. We
ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

- Rev. Robert F. Weiss, S.J., National
Chaplain.

Arthur G. Knehr

Arthur G. Knehr

Arthur G. Knehr, Chaplain Emiritus of
the Rainbow Division Veterans
Association died on December 27, 1980, in
Reading, PA. He lived his last year in the
Hawthorne Home in Reading. He is sur-
vived by three children; we best know his
son, George, a Rainbow member who has
attended many Reunions with his father in
the past.

Now he has passed over the Rainbow. A
great leader in Pennsylvania, a good
chaplain, a fine father. On to greener
pastures, to join his wife, to meet former
buddies, and to meet his God.

Funeral services were held at St. Luke’s
Lutheran Chapel in Reading, and a special
service was held by the Reading members
of the Rainbow Division Veterans
Association.

- Philip F. Trout.
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National Auxiliary
by President Oriana Grimm

Greetings from the National Auxiliary
President. What a joy and privilege to
serve Rainbow men and women.

My Red Cap, Hugo, and I have visited
seven cities during 1980. Everyone has
been gracious and Rainbow love has
prevailed. We have fond memories of
each Chapter visited.

In October, the St. Louis Chapter
gathered for dinner when National
President John George and his wife,
Lorena, were our house guests. Everyone
enjoyed the opportunity to renew old
friendships and make new ones.

November 9th, we once again traveled
to Memphis for dinner with the Chapter
there. The following day we rode with the
Georges to Birmingham for the 34th
Annual Veterans Day celebration. The
R.D.V.A. is one of the sponsors of this two-
day affair. What a privilege to demon-
strate your patriotism. The National
Rainbow Presidents are included as
distinguished guests. We both sat at the
head table for the formal awards banquet
and the televised World Peace Luncheon.

We were asked to process in and sit with
other honored guests for the Memorial
Service. During the two and one-half hour
parade, we sat in the reviewing stand with
many high ranking military officers. Our
thanks to Charlton and Bernice Ragsdale,
Jim Mize, Bill Barton and Dot Strange for
making our visit one which will long be
remembered.

This year is the 40th Anniversary of the
National Auxiliary Bulletin. Ruth Butts
has been its Editor since the beginning,
since Lilymae Wietzel Johnson, President
at that time, suggested the establishment
of a bulletin. I'd like to encourage all
Auxiliary members to subscribe; let’s
make this year special. Send $1.00 to Ruth
Butts, 3717 E. 29th Street, Tulsa, OK 74114.

All wives and widows are welcome to be
members of the National Auxiliary if there
is no unit near them. National Secretary
Pearl Emlet, RR #1, Box 15, Wrightsville,
PA 17368, will be happy to accept your
dues.

Memorial File

Chapter Secretaries, the deadline is fast
approaching for reporting the members of
your chapter who were deceased over the
past Rainbow year. Your complete list
must be in the hands of the National
Secretary no later than March 15, 1981, in
order for them to be included in the 1980 -
1981 Memorial File.

Be sure to include the date of death, the
decreased members unit, and any other
information you deem pertinent to the
Memorial File.

Birmingham Veterans Day

P

Seen riding in the official 42nd Division *’Rainbow’’ Division sedan at the head of the

Veterans Day Parade in Birmingham, Alabama are Lee Harless and Mike Sopak
(seated), and our Rainbow Girl, Peggy Fleming on the back of the seat.

The Rainbow Division Veterans Association has been at the helm of Veterans Day

Observances in Huntsville, Alabama, since 1978. At that time, we were unable to do much
more than hold our traditional ceremony at the ‘‘Madison County Hall of Heroes,” in the
County Courthouse. We did give full credit for “starting the Veterans Day Observances
in Huntsville this year. . .” to visiting President Hugo Grimm, a guest of our chapter at
the time.

Last year, Chapter President Rex Luna organized the First Annual Veterans Day
Dinner on November 10, and the First Annual Veterans Day Parade on November 11.
This year, the Madison County Veterans Day Committee voted to salute the Rainbow
Veterans Association during the Second Annual Veterans Day Observance. Once again,

Rex Luna was the organizer of the events that honored our Nations veterans.

Our Rainbow Girl, Peggy Fleming, rode in the parade escorted by two Rainbow men
who symbolized the continuity of our Division from WWI to WWIL By coincidence, both
Lee Harless and Mike Sopak served in regiments that had very much in common. Lee
Harless served in the 167th Infantry (Alabama’s Own), and Mike Sopak served in the
232d Infantry, chosen to represent the 167th in WWIL.

In 1978 the D.A.V. was saluted; in 1979 the American Legion had its’ way. This year

belonged to Rainbow.
-Raymond J. Thome
Secretary, Collins Chapter

Rainbow C.G. Dies

Randolph H. Pomeroy of Paradise
Valley, AZ, wrote that he had seen a news
item on the death of Major General
Charles Nast, former Commanding
General of the 42nd Rainbow Division, and
asked when General Nast had commanded
the 42nd Division, adding that he had never
heard of the name in Rainbow history.

The Editor phoned the 42nd New York
Army National Guard (NYARNG)
Division in New York and received the
following press release:

“‘Charles Condert Nast, former
commander of the 42nd (Rainbow)
Division, died on 9 January, 1981, at Mount

Sinai Hopsital in New York City. He was
Commanding General of the Rainbow
Division from 1957 to 1964.

“Mr. Nast graduated from Harvard
College and the Columbia Law School.
Following his graduation from law school
in 1927, he enlisted in the New York Army
National Guard and achieved the rank of
Captain prior to entering active service in
1940.

“In 1945, while serving in the Pacific
Theater, he was promoted to Colonel. In
1947, he became Judge Advocate for the
42nd Division and Assistant Division
Commander three years later. He was
promoted to Brigadier General in 1952 and
Major General in 1959.”
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the TREPTOW Story

When the Martin Treptow story (see
page 1) broke in the press following
President Reagans Inaugural Address, the
REVEILLE Editor phoned Treptow’s
nephew, Lyle Gehring, in Roseville, CA,
and had a very pleasant half-hour chat.

Gehring said that the famous diary was
still in the possession of the family and that
he had been besieged by the media,
television and motion picture companies
competing for the rights to the diary. But,
he said, none of the family, including his
sister, Doris Robert of Freeport, IL, want
to make any money from the diary.

So, we offered him an alternate solution:
place the diary in the MacArthur
Memorial in Roanoke, Virginia, where it
would be safeguarded and open to the view
of thousands of visitors each year. He was
not aware of the existence of the Rainbow
Division Veterans Association, so we
mailed him back copies of the REVEILLE
and promised to send him a copy of this
issue.

We will keep in contact with Mr. Gehring
and give you another report in the next
issue of REVEILLE.

lowa State Reunion

Plans have been finalized for the Iowa
State Association Reunion on April 25 and
26, 1981, at the Quality Inn, Waterloo,
Towa.

The room rates for the Reunion are: one
person, $24.00 per night; two persons,
$31.00. Rollaways and additional persons
are $5.00 each. Reservations may be
mailed for rooms directly to the Quality
Inn. Do remember to specify that you are
attending the Rainbow Reunion, as we
have the second floor reserved and they
will fill these rooms first.

The ladies are asked to bring ‘“white
elephants’ as such for a great Bingo Game
on Saturday evening.

Everything is going well and we hope
there will be a good turnout.

- Arlan and Rose Haugen

NOTICE! All letters concerning the
question of changing Reunion dates will be
held until all are in before publishing any
" in the REVELLE. Send your letter to
Charles Sayers, P.0O. Box 125, Blacksburg,
VA 24060.

Lieut. J. J. Holiday, Chaplain, 16éth Infantry Regiment, rendering last rites over the
body of Pvt. Dyer J. Bird, Co. D, 166th Infantry, from Broadway. Ohio, the first 42nd
Division soldier killed in World War I. This ceremony took place at Domjevin, France, on

March 3, 1918.

The contents of this letter is ancient history for many of our readers in the

REVEILLE, especially our younger Rainbowers, but it may recall something of interest
to the old guys like myself. My eyesight is failing so fast that I can hardly see the keyson
the typewriter, but I will do the best I can. You are doing a remarkable job as our editor,
and you may not have time to edit what I send in. )

1 do wish that I knew more about our younger Rainbowers, as I know that they dida
remarkable job in France, Germany and Austria, and all other assignments they were
engaged in, as they were like the Rainbowers of long ago - they never quit. The following
lines may give the readers some news that they are not aware of:

In World War I, the Rainbow Division was in action 164 days and nights. The Rain-
bow lost to the enemy only 122 prisoners, all while on patrol during attacks, none by
defeat. The Rainbow lost 2,810 killed in action or died of wounds received in action, and
11,873 wounded in action, a total of 14,683 casualties. This was out of a total of ap-
proximately 48,000 officers and men who served in the Division.

I am enclosing a photo which T wish you could find space for in the REVEILLE, and
perhaps some of the old soldiers of WW I still living may see the picture and recognizeit.

With best regards,

Jim Warde, Memphis, TN

Trenches of St. Geomes

by Frode Anderson

It was COLD! Snow and ice on the
streets. Cold hay barns to sleep in unless
there were cows or horses present also.
They helped the lucky ones.

Barrack shoes (no hobnails yet) were
worn out. Some with holes in soles. Green
wood to burn if there was a place to burn
in. Two meals a day was all the cooks
could manage working 24 hours a day!

A stock of flour and no way to bake
bread, so no bread until our flour was
traded for French bread. No pay day so
everybody was feeling lower than a snakes
belly.

Then came the order to get out and dig
trenches! If you had holes in your shoe
soles you were excused. If not, it was out to
the trenches and first sweep or shovel out
the snow. Then at the frozen ground with
picks and shovels. {

It was said that our company broke 27
pick handles in one day! One man would
get his pick under a rock or stuck in the
frozen ground and if he couldn’t break the
handle a buddy would help him. You can
imagine the “‘bitching’’ that went on!

Actually it was the best thing for us as
we otherwise would have layed around in
the hay and got sick from the inaction. It
was tough, but it was good medicine. And
here it is 63 years later and a few of the 2nd
Bn., 168th Infantry are still around who
will recall the ‘“Trenches of St. Geomes.”

Those Rainbows!

This is in response to a REVEILLE
article by PNP Ralph Heasty regarding
the appearance of rainbows in the sky at
some special moment in time.

I was a 1st Sergeant, Battery C, 412 FA
Battalion at the staging area in
Rosenheim, Germany, in June 1946. Col
Sullivan, Engineer, placed me in charge of
the packet which was leaving Europe to go
home to be discharged. The only thing any
of the officers or men in the packet had in
common was that they were to be
discharged at Ford Dix, N.J.

We were in formation outside the
barracks at Rosenheim, about three
hundred of us, getting ready to board the
train for Bremerhaven. Col Sullivan in-
troduced me to the group and asked me
whether I had anything to say to the
troops.

At that moment, two huge, bright double
rainbows appeared, spanning the distance
between two of the barracks buildings.
Very few of the detachment were veterans
of Rainbow, so I pointed to the double
rainbow and inquired, ‘‘OK, all your
Combat Charlies, just what in hell has
your outfit done for you as a parting
gesture?”’

I was careful not to walk too close to the
rail on the way home. Carroll R. Anderson,
Santa Fe, MN.
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The Issue of Multiple Membership

By Horace Rose
The officers of Texas Chapter are concerned about the dwindling chapter mem-
bership. In analyzing this condition, it was found that it was mostly due to the dropping of
membership in Texas Chapter in favor of joining a Unit chapter, and the apparent
relectance to hold multiple chapter membership if it requires duplication of National
dues.

It is understandable why one who was in the service in a Regimental unit would have
a close affinity with those with whom he served and would desire belonging to a
corresponding Unit chapter of the R.D.V. Association. It is equally understandable why,
from an economic standpoint, many may be reluctant to duplicate the payment of
National dues in order to hold membership in more than one chapter.

While it has been the custom to pay National dues along with chapter dues for every
chapter membership held, regardless of the number, no such requirement can be found
in the Association By-Laws. The custom may have developed out of necessity to balance
the budget during those years when the annual dues were obviously too low. If such was
the case, multiple National dues payments should be unnecessary for budget reasons
after July, 1981, when National dues will be increased to $6.00.

Accordingly, Texas Chapter has established a “Correspondent Membership,”
designed for the benefit of those who have paid National dues through another chapter
and desire membership in Texas Chapter. Correspondent Members of Texas Chapter
will be entitled to all rights incident thereto except voting rights.

When applying for a *‘Correspondent Membership’’ in Texas Chapter, forward to the
Chapter Secretary Arnold Hofland, 4030 Beechwood Lane, Dallas, TX 75220, payment of
the $3.00 dues for the current year, and the number that appears in the lower left corner
of your current National membership card. Upon receipt, the Secretary will add your
name to the Chapter roster and to the mailing list to receive the Chapter Newsletter,
“The Rainbow Roundup.”

(EDITOR - The inequity of having to pay National dues with each chapter dues has
been kicked around for some time without any resolution. But now that Texas Chapter
has taken the first step and brought this matter into the open, we can expect to hear
much more on this subject in the near future. Multiple dues-paying also gives us a false
picture of the strength of our membership. The totals on page 6 show 2,830 members, but

how many of these dues come from men who have paid to two or more chapters?)

We Get Letters

Dear Mr. Davis,

1 write to thank you for including my
article on General Collins’ Midnight Ride
in the REVEILLE. Because you were good
enough to put my address at the bottom of
the article, I have received letters from
Rainbowers around the country. One of the
men lives in Rhode Island, and we had a
little reunion over the telephone.

With all good wishes,
Rabbi Eli A. Bohnen

It is my sad duty to inform you that my
father, Rollo L. Mudge, Senior, passed
away on November 3, 1980. He was a
member of D Battery, 151st Field
Artillery, Rainbow Division, and lived in
Minneapolis, MN.

If 1 may say so in passing, he, like so
many Rainbowers, loved the 42nd Division
and the 151st. He fook great pride in all of
the accomplishments in WWI, and of the
fine friends he had within the organization
throughout his life.

Captain Rollo L. Mudge, Jr.,
Minneapolis Police Department

South Bend Party

The South Bend, IN. Chapter of R.D.V.A.
and Auxiliary held their Christmas Party
at the Holiday Inn, South Bend, on
December 5, 1980, with 34 people present.
Our National President, John George and
wife were guests. The meeting consisted of
discussions on our National Association,
membership, an increase in dues, the
Mid-Year and the Reading Reunion. Our
membership now equals the 1979-80 total.

Dr. James and Marion Bowers provided
an interesting program on the collection of
old sheet music, and also a program of
group singing of Christmas carols and the
good old-time songs. A Memorial Service
was held in memory of two of our Mem-
bers, Willis Vanderback and Phil Inebnit,
who passed over the Rainbow since our
last meeting.

The Auxiliary brought gifts which
Catherine Springer will take, along with a
beautiful Christmas tree she made of
jewelry donated by members, to the
Veterans Hospital at Battle Creek,
Michigan.

Our next meeting will be Sunday, May 3,
1981, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. George
Juday, White Pigeon, Michigan.

- Lowell McMillen, Secretary

Collins Grave, 1980

g

Above is a picture we took of General
Collins grave in St. Peter’s Cemetery,
Salzburg, Austria, while we were there in
September, 1980.

The flowers were fresh that Sunday
morning and there seemed to be a new
candle lit. So someone is looking after the
grave-site.

- Herb Butt, Independence, MO

A Bible Story

You have read about it, seen it on TV or
in the movies, and I think Bob Ripley had
such an incident featured in his ‘“Believe It
Or Not” column years ago . . . but who
would ever think that one of our Rainbow
buddies would have his life saved by a
Bible carried on his person? It happened
back in 1944, near Strasbourg, France.

The target in this case was a Division
MP, Jimmy Birdsong. I recently located
him at his home at 11116 Abbeywood,
Oklahoma City, OK, and had a long
telephone conversation with him.

Jim said he was carrying a steel covered
Bible in his shirt pocket when he was hit.
The bullet went all the way through the
Bible and entered his chest. He spent
eleven months in the hospital before they
flew him for Paris, France, to Oklahoma.

Needless to say, he thanks God for
saving his life, and today he has that very
Bible mounted on the wall in his office. In
fact, he used it during the swearing-in
ceremonies when he entered the State
Legislature sixteen years ago.

- Bob Snodell, 42nd MP Chapter






