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 James Thomas Iandoli (42nd 222nd) age 70 & daughter Nancy Ellen Iandoli age 29 
 
 
 
My father was the fourth of seven brothers, and their parents (Mother: Mary Ellen Keevan, 1st generation 
Irish American 1888 - 1969, Father: Italian immigrant Alberto Iandoli 1888-1942) founded what would 
become the largest grocery store and convenience store chain in central Massachusetts (1920 – 1980’s). 
 

1. Where and when were you born? At hospital or at home? 
I was born in Worcester, Massachusetts. July 1, 1920. In my day most children were born at home with the 
help of other women (neighbors). 

          
2. What was it like growing up in the 1920’s and 30’s? 

When I was growing up we had very little money, though we were fed very well. We had no TV and when 
your parents told you to be home at 9:00 p.m., you were home or else. Most people had very little, we had 
a little more than most because my father had the small grocery store. 
 

3. Do you remember the Flapper’s of the 1920’s? 
I don’t remember the flappers, there were flaps on shoes I remember. 
 

4. What was it like when the Depression hit? 
The Depression was bad from what I can remember. Nobody had much work or money, I mean broke. I 
remember a man who came by my father’s store and he was hungry. My father made up about 12 
sandwiches and some soda, the man ate them all he said he had not eaten in many days. The whole 
country was like this. 

      
5. What do you remember about FDR and Eleanor Roosevelt? 

FDR took over in 1932, he did a good job and started the WPA. Eleanor Roosevelt was a nice woman. 
        

6. When did your dad open the first grocery store? 
Somewhere around 1918 – on the corner of Grafton & Orient St’s. (Location: Worcester, Massachusetts), 
then he moved across the street to 345 Grafton Street. 

 
7. How old were you when you started working at the store? 

I was 13 years old. 
 

8. With how many brothers did you share a bedroom? 
Two brothers to 1 bedroom. 

 
9. What did you eat at home for meals and did your dad ever cook? 

We ate mostly Italian food, my mother would start from scratch – she was a great cook and a great, great 
Mother. On Saturday it was hot dogs and baked beans. On Sunday it was roast ham and pork. Then we 
would ask “How come no meatballs?” Mother also made great soup. My father did not cook he had no time 
- he worked about 12 hours a day, 7:30am to 8:00pm. 

 
10. Who did all the chores in the house? 

My mother did most of the chores and cleaning and she did not complain, as she got older in life she had 
some help. Some women are spoiled brats, not all women. (Likely a reference to my mother) 
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Tell me about your parents? 
My parents were great people and hard workers. When they told you to do 
something you did it, and if you done wrong my mother would tell my father, 
and you make sure you kept away from him when he got home. 

 
Did your mother sew any of your clothes? 

My mother repaired most of our clothing. 
 

What year did you graduate from High School? 
1941 

 
What were some of the differences between you and your brothers? 

In my younger days my brothers and I we all fought with each other, as we got 
to be about 20+ years old, we got along well, which is why the family business 
had such great success. 

 
How old were you when entered and left WWII? 

In at age 21, out at age 25.  
[Jim’s father (my paternal grandfather) died in 1942 – dad was stationed in from 
Hawaii] 

 
What did you do on the first day you returned home after WWII? 

I went home, kissed my mother, went to see my [maternal] grandmother and 
aunts, then I drank beer for 2 weeks. Then I went back to work at the family 
grocery business. 
 

When did you start to work at the family liquor store? 
I worked in the grocery store and when I was 15 started working at the liquor 
store also, though I could not sell liquor as I was not [the legal drinking age of] 
21 years old. My mother and older brothers sold liquor when I was underage. I 
liked working at the liquor store more than the grocery store. 

 
Did you belong to any clubs? 

At one point I was a member of the Knights of Columbus and the Elks. 
 

What was your wedding like and how old were you? 
My wedding was a small group of people at 1:30pm, and it was a happy day. 

 
Did you want children? 

I was just happy to have one child [it worked out that way]. 
 



 

12/1990   Written Q & A between 

 James Thomas Iandoli (42nd 222nd) age 70 & daughter Nancy Ellen Iandoli age 29 

 

What were your happiest times? 

My happiest days were from about 1935 – 1965. I had a lot of busy and happy days. In WWII, there were sad days, I 

lost a lot of good friends. Today, most people are in too much of a hurry, mostly young, and some foolish old are 

worse than the young ones. 

 

What do you remember about the Vietnam War? 

Vietnam was stupid, some use it as an excuse, and some have good reason. Same with Korea. I could’ve done the 

same after WWII [but didn’t]. (These comments are a reference to PTSD, which my dad surely had though didn’t 

realize). 

Achievements, trips, events, celebrations that you remember most? 

Trips to: Hawaii, Canada, Florida, NY. Travelled across the USA 8 times during WWII, including France, Germany, and 

Austria. Austria is a beautiful country. Other travels as well during my lifetime. 

 

What are your feelings about retirement? [Dad retired in 1983 at age 63] 

I wish I retired at age 55. I am very happy in my own way. 

 

How do you feel about your life now? 

I feel as proud and happy as I want to be. I think I could be much happier in a lot of ways. There is one thing in my life 

that I think, that I did things the best that I could do. 

 

 

 

Typed by Nancy Ellen Iandoli Roy   12/30/2019 
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