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along, but THE LITTLE WOMAN hersell who had faithfully followed Joe so she could be
near; to be a weeping wall; to accept his gripes and troubles; to be his pillar of strength.
Don’t think that life at Gruber was all work and no play. We had dances at our Service
Clubs nearly every week, and about once every two weeks, an extra special affair in the large
field house with the music of a name band, or, at least, with a band which played like a name

band. And then too, athletics were important in the daily routine for recreation and the deve-

lopment of body and muscular dination. I 1 teams were organized throngbout‘ the
division, and the matches usually drew a large, interested crowd of spectators. With USO
shows, and several spacious swimming pools, all in all, there was no lack of amusement,
entertainment, or recreation, providing one had sulficient time to enjoy these advantages.
Yet, it was not our purpose to enjoy ourselves conlinually. We were there on business, and
that business was all important and omnipresent. We did have time to play, but that time was
never allowed to shadow our ultimate goal. Slowly, relentlessly, we were being fashioned into
soldiers.

On the afternoon of May 3rd, 1944, a farewell retreat parade was held for Colonel John-
son. He was relinquishing his command because of physical disabilities, and on May 9th,

Lt. Col. Karl V. Palmer, the Regimental Execulive Officer, d ¢ d of the regiment
until Colonel Henry L. Luongo arrived June 3rd, 1944. With him, Colonel Luongo brought
many new and excellent ideas for lraining men, ldeas garnered from invaluable experience.
Having graduated from Annapolis in 1926, the Colonel swerved his allegiance to the Army
thereafter. Prior to his assuming command of the 222nd Infantry, he had spent approximately
five years overseas at varied foreign posts. : )

Though the commander was new, the purpose remained the same, for the training of a
unit in garrison necessarily involves repetitious emphasis on the perfection of details. This
incessant striving for perfection is often misconstrued as a useless magnification of trivialities.
However, only after experience in battle does the soldier understand this insistence upon detail.

It is said that there were two Rainbow Divisions in combat, and rightly so. The division
had almost a complete turnover in personnel during its existence in the Uniled States. To the

Division and Regimental Staffs, this turnover was disillusioning; to the men who remained with
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We took a mauling, bul we stood our ground. We had proven somecthing to ourselves:
{1) “war is hell”"—that went without saying, (2) we were no longer green, (3) Amerlicans could
fight with a cold passion and a fury sven without that unlimited supply of materiel which so

many beligve is responsible for American success in battle.

Chapter 6

TIME OUT

The Germans had slunk back across the Moder River, and lay there brooding, panting
and licking their wounds. At this point we were in no condition to stave off another attack;
the Germans were in no condition to attack us. Everything was quiet except for an occasional
round exchanged by either side. By the 27th, elements of the 101st Airborne came in to take
over our defensive positions and we were on our way to the rear.

We loaded. our trucks with our equipment and convoyed back into France not far from
the thunder of War. The convoy led us back into Loraine. This was France, French France!—
not German France as Alsace had impressed most of us, with its half German-half French
lingo; with its German signs and atmosphere. Here were French signs and French atmosphere.
All was peaceful; the people were friendly, it was a good place to rest. We not only didn't
have to fight the Germans, we had nothing to remind us of them.

The Regimental Command Post was established at Arracourt together with Regimental
Headquarters Company and the Medical Detachment; Service Company at Lezey; Anti-Tank
Company at Moyenvic; Cannon Company at Juvrecourt. The First Battalion, Headquarters
Compan-y, and Company C at Bonwiller; Company A at Raville; Company B at Bienville;
Company D at Crion. The Second Battalion moved into Einville with Third Battalion Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company and Company M. Companies I and K were at Athien-
ville, Company L at Valhey.

These towns were, for the most part, in shambles from the Third Army's drive through
this sector barely three months before. Many of them were almost uninhabited. Those in-
habitants who did remain were living in small crevices and holes in the walls like maggots.
Portions of the remaining buildings could be fixed comfortably enough to make conditions
palatial compared to what we had experienced in the past month. So we set to work, cleaning,
scrubbing, patching, and furnishing with stoves and whatever else we could find, to make the

places a little more like living quarters for human beings.
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Name Grade
ALDRICH, Kenneth A. S/Sgt
AMBURGEY, Edwin R.  Sgt
ANDERSON, Donald M.  Pfc
ANDERSON, Paul M. Pfc
ANDREWS, Coy T/4
ANDREE, Donald E. Plc
ARMSTRONG, Donald Plc
ASCHENBRENNER, Jam.W. Sgt
ASENCIO, William Pvt
ASHBY, Theodore Plc
BACHA, William Pvt
BAILEY, Joseph B. Sgt
BAKER, William S. Plc
BANNENBERG, Raym. H. Pvt
BARNETT, William M. Sgt
BARNHART, Lester R. Pfc
BARTLELEMY, Ray A. Plc
BARTNESS, Howard S. Sgt
BAUER, Cecil H. Pvt
BEETS, Raymond W. Plc
BENEDICT, Michael G. Pic
BENNETT, Carl E. Pvt
BENSON, Bradford M. Pic
BENTE, Martin H. S/Sgt
BERG, Theodore B. Pfc
BESANCON, Richard Pic
BETHARDS, Dwain E. Sgt
BOCCUMINI, Michael J. Pfc
BOGART, James W. T/Sgt
BOSCO, John C. Plc
BOWMAK, Donald C. 1/Sgt
BOYD, William C. Pvt
BRANNON, Louis J. Sgt
BRAZIL, Dannon T. S/sgt
BROCK, Clifton S/Sgt
BROOKS, Ralph E. Cpl
BROWN, William Sr. Pvt
BRYANT, Ernest W, Pvt
BUGGELL, Edwards J. Cpl
BURGETT, Emmett E. Plc
BURKE, Larry C. S/sgt

BURKHALTER, Edward L. Cpl

BUTLIN, Richard J.

Pvt

COMPANY 1

Awards

CIB, CAM. R, CAM. E, BS/20LC
GCM, BS, CAM. R, CAM. E
BS, CIB, CAM. E

CIB, CAM. R, CAM. E, BS

CIB, GCM, CAM. R, CAM. E
CIB, CAM. R, CAM.E, BS

CIB, GCM, PH, CAM. R, CAM. E
BS/OLC, CIB, CAM. R, CAM.E
CAM.E

CAM.E

CAM.E

GCM, CAM. E

CIB, CAM. R, CAM. E

CAM.E

CIB, GCM, CAM. R, CAM.E

CiIB,
CIB,
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Home town

Sabin, Minn.
Robinette, W, Va.
Madelia, Minn.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Pine Bluff, Ark.
Ada, Minn.
Syracuse, N. Y.

Brooklyn, N. Y.
Muskogee, Okla.
Port Chester, Conn.
Troy, N. Y.
Chicago, Il
Milwaukee, Wis.
New Orleans, La.
Dayton, Ohio
Decatur, 1L
Barrett, Minn.
Oronogo, Mo.
Atcheson, Kan.
Detroit, Mich.
Bristol, W. Va.
Ontario, Calif.
Cleveland, Ohio
Minneapolis, Minn.
Stryker, Ohio
Leon, lowa

White Plains, N.Y.
Muldraugh, Ky.
Bradenville, Pa.

Reeds, Mo.
Weatherford, Texas
Pollock, La.
Brewster, Fla.
Hudson, Mass.
Coatesville, Pa.
Lenore, N.C.
Brooklyn, N. Y.
Clinton, Mo.
Chicago, Il
Dakota, Minn.
Chicago, Tl
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