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TROOPS-1THE TROOPS AND GROUND FIGHTING

Photos on the following pages have been selected {largely from what I could locate} on the 
basis of trying to show something about their circumstances during the ground fighting.  View 
them with sympathy.  As the pages move along, some of the  pictures are not happy ones.
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WWI-026  As mentioned 
in an earlier page, O. B. 
Thomas had a lifelong 
dislike for the Red Cross.
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The hat worn by the 
soldier on the left clearly 
marks him as Australian.

Pictures like this were circu-
lated around, perphaps in 
an effort to show a cheerful 
side to the war.
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Above:  An American soldier {right} with a German prisoner of war.  The date is February 17, 
1918.  American troops who had sailed for Europe in November and December, 1917 already 
were actively involved in France.

Be;ow:  Ramparts of the old Chateau in Chateau-Thierry, France.  A vew of the old city from 
these ramparts is on the next page.
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Above: Colorful paintings of this sort were often used to stir patriotism.

Below is a steriopticon view of old Chateau Thierry.  The view faces west, with 
Paris somewhere off in the distance.  The Marne River flow across the center of 
this view.  The picture is from the ramparts of the old Chateau, shown on the 
preceding page.  Chateau-Thierry is an old historical town, but since the end of 
the Second World War it has grown into a modern city.

WWI-106



TROOPS-6WWI-001

WWI-007

WWI-098

During 1915-1917 the war bogged down into static “trench warfare.”  Trenches often were close enough 
together so that the German and the Allied soldiers could shout at each other.  Quite often there were 
forays from one line of trenches to another, grenade and mortar attack, gas attacks, bayonet attacks, etc., 
but generally with little or no actual movement of forces ... only loss of life.  Periodically there would be a 
major pitched battle ... again with major casualties but little or no actual movement of forces.  The group 
of photos that start here show come of the misery of life in those trenches.



Life in the trenches led to count-
less health problems.  Latrines 
were located in small notches 
just off the main trenches.  The 
wet conditions led to wide-
spread problems with “trench 
foot,” similar to a very agressive 
form of athletes foot.

If left unattended, it could be 
crippling,  Even with care, it 
reduced the mobility and the 
effectiveness of the troops on 
both sides.

When troops were stuck in a trench 
location for very long, they would 
often try to improve on the quality of 
living conditions.  This picture shows  
how the walls of the trench had been 
somewhat stabilized with wood and 
ropes.

A graphic illustration of the misery 
and unhealth conditions arising in wet 
weather from flooding in the trenches.

Troops  had to live, sleep, eat, use 
latrines, and often get medical treat-
ment in such locations.  

If the level of military activity would 
allow it, there were efforts to rotate 
troops  to the “rear” on some kind of 
reasonable schedule.
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More views of trench 
conditions.  A soldier can 
be seen part way up the 
embankment in the right 
side of this picture.  That 
gives some idea of the 
trench depth at times.  At 
other locations it might be 
only a few feet deep.

Snipers would peer over 
the tops of the trenches 
and try to pick off soldiers 
on the other side.

The area between trench-
es of the opposing sides 
was called “no man’s land” 
and often was barricaded 
with barbed wire.

Earlier in this memoir 
there are comments about 
how O. B. Thomas and 
others would sometimes   
scout that no man’s land.
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