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1,24 Zngincer .cmbet Battalicn & 4 /
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NARFATIVE | //

tRit Bistry -« 2 M or « 31 Mer 1945

The mcnih <f Merch beg:n witk the mein emphesis still on cetive defense,
In this the Engincere Pleyed a vitel role, 4ll compenies ettended the mine schccl
ccnducted ot Lo Peti te Fierre by the Brtislicn with the essistence ¢f perscnnel
frcm the 7th groy mine schecl £t Epin -l Ferec the men were femilisrized with
bec th descripticn ena functicning ¢f the mcre comme nly used enemy mines as well
s instructed cn new mines recently disccumered :nd whet uses the Germesns mede cf
=Xistine mines . ¢ ceecupied ccuntries. One of the mein things stressed wes the
insdviscbility of Picxking up mines. The pulling cnd blowing <f enemy mines where-
-VETr pissible wes stresed. e were lawer t¢ find cut thet due to the swiftness
£ <ur sdv-nece meny of Cur idess ebiut mine rem.vel hcd t. be revised.

"hen nit in m ne gch:¢cl, mine detectcr tee
the SCR €25 -~ ncn-metalic mine de tecter.
A the use zf these inz truments.,

ms vere being treined in using
Leter these men instructed the Infzntry

"hile B ¢ C Ocmpenies were busy meintsining the MRS for their respec-
ive regiments, Qc 4 becen tuilding ¢ new roerd frem Musenthzl Ncrth cf Fosteig
< Althcrn -s the enemy kept the existing rc =d under ccntinucus crtillery fize,
he men wirked dry end night, Sweeping fcr minces, cutting trees, tuilding br:bdges
nd culverts, ¢nd greding tnd ditehing, the new rced, meny times under enemy smell
Ims cnd sniper fire. One sniper wrs killed et 4lthcrn, Mezmihile, Ccmpeny €
r reported m as e were found., Ccmpeny E wes tusily

- e

ing in friendly minefields.
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if they knev the Icegtiin .f existing winefields

mnelields wers discovered eo e pY.per ¢

FLz¥oCR8 vere inspected #c zee
« & number (f imprcperly merked
~Xrzcii ns were mede,

B

)

Y 4 ¢TZe uUp 1 &b uvnmirked miasfield in shich wes lying & dy ¢
% % @urder <f men sttemptzd 1 \-T:.ul <ut Il reciver the body
iven berk o mteaee m:ckine gun =nd sniper fire. Tke
cuever, tha next d-y the men returned for the
aved 1 reech the budy but esck fims they were
: beak 4 wes wiunded while trring ¢ crewl tc the bedy
v rihe MISSIlE wes ..'t“n“-‘;e.;ri.ega:xn end then completed the next day
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€z the n;g it <¥ %ereh 1) e theu sure we wonld get a taste of Pightirg,
The eniire Betteli n wes clerted for o p;:s;ble,p:rachu.ti.s‘t giteck., QGuexrd posis :

were strexgthened -xd the guirds were doutly vigiieni, FEcowewer, mgrt Dessed
withcut incident, var tish for Pighting wes unfulfi ded it not for icng.  Al-
thovgh uncuere ot the time, pl:rs iere &11";{:&3' being mrde for the push which wes
. &<me f,&r dcys hence,

Cocmzgncing st.ut 12 Mor &f the lcgistics if war begen ic indicete thet
scmeihing big wes obout t¢ brecs. The medicel Fatielizn mved the clesring
stetin forwerd tc the vicinity < I: Petite Pierre end celled f£2r = mine sweep-
ing deteil & check o field teipg used 25 = perking 1ot for emmlences. %The 5-2
’_Sf.c'ti‘n =S given irders to .pr.cure additicnel meps. all jeeps vere crdered send-
‘bzEg fr’t:ncated culverts were copstiucted using gescline drums welded -

zted sectl ns were belied ‘Lgether t. give each ccmpany e minimim
s 58 f.,r ~exge : eat'reps:zr <f Blesm bridges. All rveilzbic
' ; ch m 5c th‘t in the future £13° mine-
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Trovi <8 the 117th Teecn sgueCrin with orieve to s weeh 1l eds chead .f Foen vehicles.
vath L.ct troups 88 goiut cof flspk pr-ticticn, they cdvenced frem the P towerd
Athirn sweeping end vem.ving mines e: they went. Tu ing the entire m.rning they
vere subjected t. heovy ecnemy artillery, wm.rter snd smell erms fire. By 100 the
Fire beceme 50 intcnss thet the men were firced t. abend.n their missi.n end seek

shelter in the twa <f alth.rn, The fulle wing is the Flat..n lLeeders szecount of
the czeti.n thet hed just teken pl:ice,

ve departedrfidmihe biviuce ¢t 0700 ead errived at Althirn et 0800. (Qur
missicn wes . cieel the ruad frim plth.rn tc Muterhcuse. I medietely upcn
errivel ve reccived w850 fire -~ buil the fire wes light. Ve weited until 1100
c stert end fellowing up the sveepers were twe tenks e¢né twe Tenk Destr.yers fcr
sup..xt. Ver; light security w.s provided by the 117 Pen Tr..p. e sterted sweep~
ing the r.ed cut .f tivn ¢nd hed ad@vinced gbout 300 yerds when 88's and m. rters
increesed the rete (f fire. The men hit the ground vhen shells ceme in ené then
€ t up snd cintinued sweeping. This continued fir tv: hours end the plat:_n hed
edvenced 800 yerds, et vhich time sueepers reesched & tend in the r. sd which put
them under .bserveiicn .f en .1d mill, rvhen g lerge pcrti.n .f the pletccn hed
pessed the bend burp gun fire wos received fr m the mill end rinned us d:wn,
All during this time 88 end m.rter fiie wes heevy. suppcrting ernd-r ¢.uld not fire
-0 the mill tc silence the burp gun beceuse & string <f mines hed been pleced
ecr.ss the r.zd .n the bend.

Cpl Tegge msde three ¢ tempts t. pull the mines .ut but wes driven back
.Yy the smell zrms five. The fiurth zttempt wes successful, The tenk m.ved up
ebd pleced 12 r.ounds inte the mill -~ n. mire fire wis received frem the mill (for

e while), Fer this seti.n Opl Tegee received the Silver Ster.

_ wes still held up by 88
1 zfter shell intc .ur ¢roup.
-f the Fen tr..p de-
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The next day 0 mEany 4 ves sent . clear the roeds N rth East .f ¥« thhse
vhile Cimpeny R beg. n 2icsring the slth.rn-Mouterhzuse ried. Meanvhile C.openy C
Swept I r mines end Wiit ¢ £ rd et Feipertswiller, The Tenk & 2er end e crew
vere busy clezriug eb sbetis . n the Feipertswiller--Eerenthel rcsed when its trezd
wes knocked (ff by & mine, ¥ verer wirk c ntinued znd by the next dgy they
met Cimpeny 4 vhich hed been clezring the Zinswiller-Berenthel ¥ced., Cimpeny P,
less .ne plat. in which wes atteched to Tagk fcrce Cileman clezred the r.ed from
slth rn tc Mcuterh.ouse.

-0 the seme day 17 Merch L5, the Engineer recc nnaissence
section wes busily rec.nn itering r.eds f.r the new MEF. One vehicle ccnteining
8/Set 4.T. Buyt, Teo 5 Lyle 1. Given and Tec 5 Ci#eil O, Smelley, while cn the
missi.n c.rssed int. Germsny, Thus they became the FIEST members ¢ £ the Feilnbow
. orces the Germen bizder in 26 yesrs.
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The next three deys vere busy .nes fir the entire battelicn, The Infzn-
try hed dine & mervel.ous job in r.uting the eneny cnd was trevelling et t'p speed
with the 'Engincers right behind them. M.et .f the r_sds vere .bstructe by zbzstis
Craters end bl:wn bridges. gbetis were clecred cnd craters veme filled in rec.rd
time, There ever p..sible et stre:m cr.ssinge, f.rds vere built. tVhere firxrds
vere imp.ssible bridges znd culverts eppecred as if like megic,

S-me bridges uere f und still in tact £ r the enemy hed fled bef .re shey
c.uld be blewn elth.ugh they were prepered f. r bliwing:, Vclunterrs fr m Engineemn
vith the f.rwerd elcments rem ved the dem liti.ns,

One squed with = tenkd. zer begzn clearing r.zd4 blicks and sbetis cn e
Peterbeshel-Iudvwigswinkel r.:d. Here en €£g grenade rigged as a bocby trep, ex-
plided, seri usly w unding -ne EM end slichtly w unding three _thers. fThen the
Infentry decided thst the Ingineers and the d-zer were t.. fer f rwerd sc the-
Engireers znd the 4. zer were pulled. back.

- The men needed sleep and needed it bedly but they kept .n with their w. i
If the Infrntry c uld fight with.ut sleep, the Ingineers wculd see t. it thet the:
vouldn't leck su,ply r. eds, :

By 21 Merch the d.ughs were p:uﬁding at the Siegiried line., A% Fischuect
end Tudvigsvinkel the Germens put up stubb.rn resistance end e Crive wes tem-
p-rerily stopped. |

n

Lo 1
<

: T- pick up the ettcck end drive tn shead thr.ugh the Siexfiicd Lir
C.1 Devie called .n his experience and "kn. wledge geined while ccting es. en cb-
server in the Nrihern fr.nt in eerly Merch.  "Gol Devis hed, along #ith a group
of fficers fr.m the Divisi n, &-me tC First prmy Feedquertirs abt Spy, Relziwi wi
the micsiin < f studying meth ds - f breeching the fiecgfried Line., He rep.ried
& the 9th Infentry Diisi n end acc mpenied thet divigi.n .p its etusecl thy ugh
the Sicgfried int. Cermeny. fThis w.s the feom us rec. very the wivst srmyv m.G: «1ie
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the extensive penetreti n by the Germaus - December., @1 Devis studied the
Divisi n staff planning includin Infautey, Artillery, end Enginecer tecctics, pe
br.u¢ht beck the résulis . f goti n ChpLcying flame thr.wers, prepered cherges, and
results . f destructi n. His belief in "welocity wexrfaren £ op all size units

wes proven here,

In the early m. rning h.urs .f 22 lierch rec.nnasssance perties were sent

-2t by &l11 three c Nijenies t. l.cete enemy pillb xes. Then under the cupp.rting
fire, & BaAR!'s a&na Tiflsg; the Engin€ers. pl tred ‘sheped end satchel charges ggeinst
the pillbixes dew liczhing them and destr. Ying their c.ntents. Meny times during
the dsy end night the Ingineers vere gheed _f the Infantry. Cimpeny B elcne des—
tr.yed 18 pillb.xes with their ¢.ntents end tcck 8 priscners. By night fc11 the
Infentry hed the Geracas egein .n the run snd the s¢ celled impregneable Siegfried
line wec bresched,

It wes during this seme &titsck thet Lt arthur J. Push accimpenied by S/Sgt
rdelbert J. myt mede a £ _t Iec.rnialscance thr.ough the enemy defense system. They
1l ceted ¢ larre expl sive charge vhich hed been Previ usly rep.rted by =n escaped
Fussiesn sleve leborer.

™hile Lt Push mede & further rec. nneissance, Sgt Hoyt dug et the site £
the charge with his hands end mess kit une. viring a det.neting c.rd. Cn heering
v.ices ke turned t- investigete, ¢8 Lt Push returned fr.m his rec. nneissance. To-
gether they investigeted & well c¢.ncealed Pillbix a,priximetely :ne hundred yesrds
awey, cepturing ten enemy s.ldiers,

o ; ; : —_ turned t. the

Mter delivering their pris.ners t: .ther tr. . ps they e Zurne :

cherge end c.ntinued excsveting, guerding the site t prevent p.ssible det.' neticn
Ly the remeini ng ;, t. this ecti.n esch was submequently awerded the Silver
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C.mpeny ¥ weie dem. lishing pilibuxes . £ the “iegfried Iine in the vicinity .f
Dchn, Cermeny, The perty wes using ep, T ximately 500 lbs of expl.sive in cach zf
the pillbckes t. corpletely Jdemolish them, On ns cccasi h pert ¢f the charge
did n.t blew the rocf 9 of the pillbcx, Lt Kimbriugh entered the pilldex o
investigete ond wes .verc.ms Ly the gss .f the txplesicn, Tee 5 Febellc entered
the pillbix end *taied t lccete him but wes unable to. He then cslled for help
and /56t Broz.wski ceme tc help him Together they &g:in entered the pillbcx end
lccated the cifficer wacn they sew the besam £ the Tleshlight he wes using, They
pulled the cfficer .ut - f, the pillbcx end ertificicl respiraticn wes given him £ r
gu hiur, Lt Kimbi.ugh ves then cvecusted thrcuch medicel chinrels,
(ne 26~27 Mrrch, g rec.ineissence was mede ¢f riutes suiteble for c.n-
v.y f.rvord ¥ the Fhire Fiver. Uce wes mede :f informeti.n obBtained frem yxr
Cirpe t. vhich the djvisi.n wes then attached, ;
On 28 Merch a rec.unsissance wes mede ¢f the r.=ds end e pscsible biv-
-uec sight eccr.ss the rhine river.

Meenwhile, the entire Batteliin ws prepering % mive. Vehicles were
given checks, equipment wes clegned ond necessery repzirs mede,

Cn Seturday 31 Msxrch the Batteli.n crcssed the Fhine Fiver et "crms,
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: PURPLE LE4T
Pvt Philip 4, Bur, 31 018 877, Cc.. 6, 21 Mer 45
Tec 5 Cherles W.. Jucohy, 39 212 756, Co. B, 20 Mar 45
Pfe Dougles F. Meouies, 32 995 609, Goe G, 22 Mer A4S
Pfe Welter J, Wewioki, 36 OUS §72, 0. 0, 16 Mer 45

Pfc Icyd L . pmstct, 35 S47 902, GCo ¢, 20 Mex 4S5

Pfc Preneis A Zch, 35 57 994, Cc B, 28 Mor 1{5
P‘P‘tﬁ?ilip 4« E.ugh, 31 018 877, cc €, 21 Meor 45
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MARCH. 1305 '
G, 128 3 / O
Pattslicn Ccarrater It col  ELLIS €, BAVIS
Execeutive Qffacer NMojor GECERGEL #, ELLIOTT
-1 ist Lt EiCh.RD P. BOTTCEEFR
52 cpt LUCLN 4 M4SSIE °
5-3 | - Mgjon  HERBERT L, EULL
=4 Cept EICH&D L. CORELAND
La © Cept J4&Ch I. JOYNER
ant £ 0 2d 1.t = JAUK SINGLETON Jk.
ST 24 It  &RILUR J. BUSH
Cept GILTGE M. FULLWIE
1% Th < RANGLE g angrs
Copt FOBERT' L. JiCHKSON
Copt +JLFFED C. LAYRELL
-@@t VINGENT BELLAFICFE

FOLAD D. EQ-LEE
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