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43 Lrgiraer Qombet Patielion

I Fu ATIVS

- The 3 =1iol n.d barcly erusscd the Fhirne shun the push started
.éb:t: ?e Ije:,{ffu? teis wes Sy up ‘3'3_ Kleia-heebuch Cermeny. Fere at Klein-
W:xen,:v bi..e ,c.r;n ._...-{_*::‘e:-.:s _put‘c. stecl T caa,, bridse scrcss the Main Fiver,
This bridge supporsed the croszing of the 2324 Ccmbet Teem including Compeny
E of the 1424 E.iueers rtith “he division converging on Wertheim from the
north amd weet srd counih the 2324 7 w.ould ieve hed to recross the Mein Fiver to
rit Tertheim. = iir etrec'c. on the only escepe route, the vulnereble bridge =t
Klein-Fuebech, indictud %liet perheps the 2324 might be trepped but with the
subsequent cgpture of "eothein the Eugineers ve. ¢ eble tc nut e steel tresdway
brid;e in chezd of the Zz324 ord let them edvence esst, On 1 spr 45 the Fon
section was sent to recouvoi=er rosds fium ¥lein-Fuebach to Wertheim for MSF.
mertheim wes scid to have beon clecved by the Infentry the night before. s/set
Pdverd Tiebeling and Twc 5§ Tyle Given gd suetion chief 8/5¢t 4.J. Foyt under-
tcok the job. Thsy d-ove wichout inecidsnt to the cutekiris of Yertheim cless-
ifying the rosds ead Dridges &s ttey went slong. U.on entering the iwon one man
rvemerked thet he hzé act seen eny iuericen Iroops or white flegs on the buildings
for the pest few miles, Suddenly es they rounded & corner in town they spotted
the enem; sbout 15 mtrong. .s the jeep ceme tc a sudden helt the enemy-sceatter-
ed, twe ren down e hill to the left of tre rosd, three ren into a turnel in the
well on the right but one, a Capteing Ves trepped betueen the jecp end the wa.l,
i the tv. who ren down the hill jumped belind trees leveled on the cccupents of
the jeep, Set Fiebeling reised his rifle en: fired wounding one of the two, with
this the other surrendered znd those in the tunnel came out end did likewise,
Pefore meny mirutes nine prisoners including a Caytein, vere rounded up znd mer-
ched cut of the town. It was some 20 y¥ilometers beck before the men met the in-
featry she informed them thet they vieie just prepsring to attsck that towm,

{ (\ 1;:;

By the time the Batteli.n ar1ived invertheim the following dey, the
town hed been cleered end the Infentry wes pusking on towerd smrzburg. The 2224
w:s the speerhesd 1ith Compeny i this Battelion etteched.

iFPter stiff fighting the cecti.n of the city on the west berk of the.s
river wes ¢leered. The sssgult crossing wWas tough--probetly the toughest essign-
- ment the Ene}inee;fs ever hed, The crossing site wrs locsted in the .enter ;f de
to:n crd the Germens hed gun positicng in the buildings elong the eest bank e
one mezchine gun nest in the ruins under the exch of the bridge t:tezarby.nd .'I'o (l;rder
Compeny fell the tusk of getiing the Inf: ntry across, Infantry Comna te::i < B
‘o forced crossing by gssgult bosts, No suoke wes mede availgbl.e ye € Eng
10 their crevs cnd esceult boets end begen the esseult crossir;g. -
Engineers cerried the Infentry ecross under hegvy morter #:n:d
schine guns. The fire of the mechine-gunier under thefr:h >
deedly for he oould n t be Pired st frcm curside © 9
ki1l end courcge of the Tngineers wes proven iR Mas 3
_ “"t wes here ot ompeny Comender of & 0o Cep
wether with six enlisted med. TwC men werse
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eseult boets exe lost in the operaticn, .

In the meantime the other two compenies were meving %o A'zrz'mrg o be-
clesring the streets of rublle to cllow passere of the infertry. Compeny
rected g steel treedwsy jpontoon Ludge under cover of sumoke, meking further

ol wgeseult boets unnecessery.

Put the Germanis ' erc determined to meke “urzlurg es ®stly es peoscible.
During the night they infiltreted and by merning the infentiy hed tc begin clear-
ing the eest side of the rivexr ggain, Inemy wmorter fire wes perticularly heewy
¢t tiie tridge site but the bridge w e nct Lit,

In the early hours of 5 fpril 45 the entire Bettelicn wes zlerted for
possible eneny counter att:.ck. OCcmpeny C wes sent to gusxd the pontocn tresdwey
bridge znd .Compery B wes i thdrawn scro: s the river to support them., The night
pesced without irncident but the Petielin wes still zlerted. By the end of the
dey Coris hed g Beiley bridge tirown acro s the gap in the concrete tridge ansl
men ard meterigls flowed scrozs the Msgin in ever incressing uumbers. 2

By this tiwme the eest side of city wes in shembles end the uﬁ&imm‘
vere busy cleering the debris, Tu iiels wgire clezred, cra ers £il ed e number
of enemy snti-sirersft wespon: were destioyed, Finelly the s'&ael ﬁresd
wes teken up &nd the Battelion acved forward.

The etizck then swung north esst towerds "cl.we:[nfu" T
ot Main F;ver and its trituteriec hed tubﬁ CYCB5€
el hi ls. 3‘1& ?’ &'”il 1"0 9(&9
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The ettack on Schieinfurt 1

- ; o RO « SCLLVEeINIUY e N receerled by e
A i ae C v WS preceeried by o four hour bo :
...::a*un tembers in the widdle of the day, fThis frc;*'é,x\j ng up vl“s ‘uil}tlzar?‘?CZtiby
_‘wlb o8 :,111 enced Uy g cmount or tenk dozer wnd bulldczer work needed in clc..r
108, . fith the 2aii ¢ eahvedinfur mein 4 Eomaoae Ll S0
x ix .. t“ t.‘w <t oL Sonvsinfurt, the mein job SLEln Decgile clesring cnd mair:
EDN1LE SUupply roeds for the iafentry, ¥wor threc days, fcllowing the fell of
r 7 "y MY 3 An e P > : ’
the @ ty, men z:¢ onlidozers WeXe busy clezrinz the Streets of debris znd wresk
€8€. - Compeny C et ein ¢id the honors et Seh-einfurt Oy peinting two h;;(, ]’ i:'
bows ! CRROR S o S S G5 > Fedo
?fha On Two tovcis -in the town, The &4 secticnhed to dig deep for paint, but
th e ned g T TS T s ~ 13 ) B : g
Wi pein® wes enjpplied end the TFeinbo,s stiil edvertise the victors
.

-
S

Theorn - Ay g A1 Ve O3 v m A - ~ 2
Then the drive swung tcarverd cgedn pointed tovard Furth- Murmberg
cl.

with the 1424 Pnginesr»s i clos. suiport cf the Inf:ntry. Compeny 2 constructed
one twenty foct speu simbrr irestle brid € st Deshebech, Civilians"' €.e used to
help clean 150 -yerds of . betis end rced olocks, One plztoon constructed a pI;C-"
eches for Beiley b»id ¢ .4 sutsnstetiern vhich the 1lth Fngrneers erected. B

, On 17 :pxil Compeny 8. ‘in Suppert of 232d Infantry clesred the roed
SE -of Cedolzburg tc enzble the 2d Bettelicn tc move forwerd. Oncits return trip
to the Compeny bivouse asres it was sitecked by encmy pl:enes but no dsmege wes
suffercd. Oné squsa vcs sent to Leichendorf, to remove & 250 1b explosive from
& bridge. salthough subject to Lrtillery end smell srus fire the mission wes ecc-
cmplished. The bridse wes strengthened to carry medium tenks which encbled the
regiment to meneuver cnd geve them en escepe route vie dxierndorf,

Meenvhile the Infentry wes heving difficulty crossing the river et Vachs
The bridge hed been blwon end presented & formidzble roed block, nhile foot troops
farded the streem on the mill dem, 2d pletoon of Gompeny 2 begen working on the
bridge., The Germens did z poor job o f demoliticns for the bridge drop.ed
streight down into the stresm., By cutting down the sbutments snd tuilding up the
epprozches .the Engineers were zble to utilize the steel truss bridge itself.

The next degy found the Infentry sgein pinned dcwn by shiper and mach-
ine gun fire within Furth. First Bettelion 2224 Infentry wes ungble to cross the
river due to heegvy enemy fiie snd = blown bridge. Lt Elliott end members of the

first platcon z=ttempted te reconnoiter the brid.e but were driven beck by thi in-
. number

tence sniper end machine gun fire forcing them to sbendon their ,-']eeg.
of stte.pts tere msde to recover the vehicle but to no eveil, Finelly under pro-
tection of the Terk Destroyers, S/Set Foyt of the reconneiscance section wes
' gble to-extricaie the vehicle, By ncon the encry wes pimned down long enowzuh
to ellow the engineers to remove prepsred cherge: from the perts of the bridge
one truck of Co-

yet W rd locete e bridse suitsble for foot treops. _
S g o ; - killing twc Ingineers end knocking

ny 4 suffered & direct hit from srtillery ook
-:g:m’t’:he truck, ell the squed trols, amd equipment, " With f:‘c'ot trocps se:\;x.‘zlx: the
ZGPP.:O.S-ite tenk of the streem, the Ingineers scon hed e vehiculer bridge built,
ving similer difficulty in entering Ffurth from

: N g ¢ e : : trecms elong the route
the southeest,  Most of the Lridges over the numerous s 3 A
¢ ;t:e,blown. ,';\’ear zirndorf a three spzn class 4O tinber trestle bridge gasl:;fceir
g,d beffin'pan'y- ,c. 2t pacerndorf = 30 £t timber bridge an@ a oorrgurzysa?efi i
. bypess wes core tructed, By 20 spril Furth wes secured end little we |

. The 2424 Infentry ves hs
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the Enginecrs to do execept clecr t.e 8streots end destroy cepiluied SnALY cquipment

’ - . DAL TS Ve

A "ithout letup the dyive foy the Te.mke th the ultim-te cbicective cf
Munich ves begun, .t veriues tites duving

ne dri"c. geperote pl-twene vere de.
trched from the Engine.rs tc s 38t Tesk Foree Terget. 424 Fon grd the 204h
xucered Divic don,

Cn 21 .pril Comp:ny T +es slerted for etteck dn this pe- dircecticn

Vi -)

The Comprny wos ordercd in*s Sup, crt of Teasding Feit-licy e3 & sereen for the.
Inf:ntry Regiment., Its primory mi cionm wes to Send beek road’ ond bridge infor-
deticn te the regiment. ehi clc= c,i he Coemmeny coridied ftgineers snd personnel
of Compeny 2, 2324 1nfont: Yy ¢8 zdvanecd metorized pottclien, At ves Ser-jungensu
the =dvence vwes temporaril Y stopped until g Beiley bridge ecul” bBe brousht for-
werd to oross the river there.

By 0L50 22 _pril the B iley Brid e ves completed 9 tle Coli 83Y 0.
tinued on its wisszion. The Teikx dozer knceked cut ro-a bloccks zlong the woy
vhile the Sngine.rs filled in cratevrs s tley vent.

4ll the next dey the Enginers were tusy putting in culverts crd build
ing by pesses, .t Unter-isbzch Lt Tueccillo end volunieers reicved 430C. 1bs of
demoli ticns from tuc bridges. T.o squeds meintsined ¢ cr-t.r bypss. oper?tzng
< vench truck snd dozer to encble supperting ertzlle.cy cnd other vehizies o

DL E,




In the meentime the Infentry wbs held up et the Lech Fiver, Lt Persom
erd first pletecu Curpeby £ wis ¢irsen the misel n of crossing 2324 Infentry over
the Iech just South ¢f its fonswion vath the Dsrube, an eight spen stecl truss
bridge hed beer LT Liayond vehiculer repefy, f%er ¢ crieful reconneissance
it wes decide® 4 nt tececurs - the swiit current, gsssult crossing obastacles end
encmy w:chine mii “'re the Hloun bridie vouil be repeired e form & foot bridge.
L recorneissancs grcun of the piatocn leedes aud of enlisted men vent forwaerd to
neesure the water .. » Germen mechine gun immedistely opened up pimning the
perty dcun end ccuseing fwe men.  Tupsoriing fire from the cther Engineers snd
Infentrymen encoled Yae pardy o6 racch sefety. Sgt Kelly =2nd Opl Perks went for-
werd under hesvy mostine ¢na five o pull the two wounded men to sgfety. Des-
pite the cmemy ire tns Sid e wes complsied by 2330 end the entire regiment

crossed _defely.

Leter £ tweacvoy Hridie wes o netrusted reer the blown brid e but the

e Sco: buadze assurel the owossing of the 424, L5th end 20tk o
ue northuerd thrust which ended in the cepture e

-~ -~




dat a.h U»u A\ND .L.u;.U\«t..n‘I.LUNb
APRIL 1915

STLVR, STk -

2d Lt arthur J. Bush, 0 553 732, Bn Hgq, GO 28, 19 APr 1945
8/Sgt adelvert J, Hoyt, 6 574 617, H.3 Co, GC 28, 19 apr 1945
Sgt Vdllinm M. Lon m, 37 703 424, Co A, GO 47, 28 apr 1945

ROMZE STAR
Lt Col Etlis 0. D .wvis 019 387, Bn 00, Gu 22, 3 Apr 1945

FOST IUQUS)
Pfc Robert \.. Beener, 37 6"6 dL, Co C, GO0 26, 11 apr 45
Pfc Robert B, Burrows, 34 965 717, Co G, G& 26, 1l apr L5
ist It LWillism &, Fincke, © 527 153, €Co G, GO 26 Il apy L5
Copt dichael Sherer, Ol 1u4 393, Co C, GO 26, ll Ap> 45
Pfc Brnest J, Hill Sr, 39 138 935, Co B, GO 20», 11 apr L5
Pvt Horry J. Bvons, 32 606 205, Co 4, GO 46, 26 apr 45,
Cpl Kenneth J, Harrison, Sr, 39 138 727, Co A, GO 46,28 apr 45
quc Chorles E. Miller, 32 283 5 Co hb,x 28 4pr LS
% : 2r 5 - 6, 28 apr b5
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